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globally, yet act locally. A series 
of careful and thought-provoking 
reflections are offered to assist the 
contemporary Catholic in the on- 
going mission of evangelization. 
This book would be an invaluable 
resource aid for parish evangeli- 
zation teams or any groups or per- 
sons seriously committed to imple- 
menting the U.S. bishops’ plan for 
evangelization. In light of the re- 
cent ecclesial emphasis on evan- 
gelization, inculturation, libera- 
tion, culture, and modernity, this 
type of book offers a good histori- 
cal, sociological, and theological 
overview of where the Catholic 
Church has been, currently is, and 
future directions to go. Likewise, 
Carrier’s identification of the key 
issues, along with necessary revi- 
sions to evangelize or re-evange- 
lize contemporary society and cul- 
ture, adheres to the gospel pas- 
sage which admonishes us not to 
“pour new wine into old wine- 
skins.” 

Many may feel evangelizing the 
culture of modernity is “mission 
impossible.” Yet, as Carrier points 
out, the gospel message has had 
to make many adaptations 
throughout the centuries. Contem- 
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porary evangelization requires a 
careful reflection upon the past 
along with the creative imagina- 
tion to discover meaningful ways 
“to teach age-old truths in new 
forms.” Hervé Carrier offers an 
optimistic and challenging view 
regarding the new evangelization, 
inculturation, and the culture of 
modernity. It is his feeling that 
the present complexities of mod- 
ern culture should not discour- 
age the church’s mission of evan- 
gelization. 

In this book Carrier provides 
insights as to how the church can 
be a counter-cultural prophet as 
well as being an important and 
vital voice in the dialogue with 
the culture of modernity. Evan- 
gelizing the culture of modernity 
may not be an easy mission to 
undertake, but it is a constitutive 
part of the church’s identity and 
ongoing mission to proclaim the 
good news of Jesus Christ to all 
peoples and for all times. Evan- 
gelizing the Culture of Moder- 
nity charts a new course of di- 
rection that will be welcomed by 
those seriously engaged in the 
mission of evangelization and de- 
sirous of bringing the regenera- 
tive power of the gospel message 


to the modern culture and con- 
temporary society. = 


MICHAEL P. KERRIGAN, C.S.P. 
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